
 

 

 

The VBThrive Business Relief Grant Program is now 

accepting applications to assist businesses licensed and located 

in Virginia Beach. The City’s American Rescue Plan Act Fund 

contribution allowed for a collaboration of LISC Hampton 

Roads and United Way of South Hampton Roads to aid businesses in recovery from the ongoing 

economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

Grants will help with operational costs and expenses such as wages and benefits, rent and 

supplies. Funds may only be used to cover eligible expenditures incurred between March 3, 

2021, and March 30, 2022. For eligibility and to apply, visit www.lisc.org/hampton-roads/va-

beach-cares. The deadline for applications is Tuesday, April 19, by 11:59 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Bobby Dyer and Vice Mayor Rosemary Wilson attended a ground breaking this week 

for a new, 119-mile fiber optic network ring that will connect residents to faster internet. 

Southside Network Authority is working on this project in collaboration with all five southside 

cities to include Virginia Beach, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Norfolk and Suffolk. Project timeline 

plans for the ring to be set up within a year and a half.  

 

Our regional approach to investing in infrastructure is critical, especially as it relates to citizen 

experience, economic development and public safety. The new infrastructure opens an 

opportunity for more high-tech companies to come to the area. Connectivity is at the heart of this 

effort, not only for providing faster service to locals, but also for establishing a stronger regional 

connection amongst the southside Hampton Roads cities. 

 

 

http://www.lisc.org/hampton-roads/va-beach-cares
http://www.lisc.org/hampton-roads/va-beach-cares


   

 

 

We are reminding residents and visitors of potential heavy traffic, especially on routes leading to 

the Oceanfront, due to several contracted sporting tournaments and events, as well as college 

spring break activity similar to 2018 College Beach Weekend, which will generate significant 

volume to our city. To assist with planning for traffic delays, 

the City has partnered with WAZE to provide real-time 

traffic updates.  

 

To facilitate traffic and accommodate the larger-than-normal 

crowds, traffic on I-264 eastbound may be diverted at Parks 

Avenue and redirected westbound on I-264 as early as 7 p.m. 

today, April 8; 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 9; and 5 p.m. on 

Sunday, April 10, until traffic is flowing safely. If a traffic 

diversion is necessary, the eastbound exit for South Birdneck 

Road and the westbound exit for First Colonial Road would 

be closed. Other routes into the resort area will remain open: 

General Booth and Virginia Beach boulevards, Laskin Road and Shore Drive. Police will be 

monitoring traffic to ensure emergency vehicles can quickly and safely respond to calls for 

service. Residents who live in the oceanfront area are advised to plan trips early and avoid the 

interstate. For more info, visit VBgov.com/CBW22. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Commissioner of the Revenue and City Treasurer’s offices will remain closed 

to in-person services as these departments move to the new City Hall building. The closure includes 

DMV Select and all Treasurer’s Office locations (Beach, Kempsville, Lynnhaven and Thalia offices) 

as staff will be unavailable. Online services will still be accessible. Payments can be made at 

www.vbepay.com. Commissioner of the Revenue: VBgov.com/cor | City Treasurer: VBgov.com/treas 

• Residents are invited to the first of two public hearings to provide feedback on 

the City’s latest budget proposal. The meeting starts at 6 p.m. at the Virginia Beach Convention 

Center. Citizens wishing to make comments during the hearing must register with the City Clerk’s 

Office by calling 757-385-4303 prior to 5 p.m. on April 20. If participating virtually, please also 

register via WebEx.  

•  Attend the Flood Protection Program Virtual Industry Day to learn more about 

bid opportunities for more than 20 of the latest city stormwater and flood mitigation projects. The 

Virtual Industry Day will feature a one-day, live presentation plus break-out sessions with City project 

staff, Q&A, and participant networking. A detailed overview of the Flood Protection Program will be 

provided along with discussion of related project opportunities, timelines and delivery methods, and 

insights on navigating the city’s procurement process. Register at VBGov.com/RippleEffect. 

• Residents are invited to the second public hearing to provide feedback on the 

City’s latest budget proposal. The meeting starts at 6 p.m. in Council Chamber in City Hall. Citizens 

wishing to make comments during the hearing must register with the City Clerk’s Office by calling 

757-385-4303 prior to 5 p.m. on April 26. If participating virtually, please also register via WebEx.  

https://www.waze.com/
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/communications-office/Pages/college-beach-weekend.aspx
http://www.vbepay.com/
http://www.vbgov.com/cor
http://www.vbgov.com/treas
https://vbgov.webex.com/vbgov/onstage/g.php?MTID=ed3cf5a549a4920972ff9b320c784b14b
https://www.vbgov.com/RippleEffect
https://vbgov.webex.com/vbgov/onstage/g.php?MTID=ed1f4ded2153615d165745d24a35bd4df


   

 

 

 

Public Works is hosting a public meeting to provide updates on Phase I of the Eastern Shore 

Drive Drainage project, as well as host group discussion about key issues in the project area. 

Representatives from Public Works will be available to answer citizen questions. 

 

The meeting will take place on Wednesday, May 11, from 6-8 p.m. at the Bayside Recreation 

Center, 4500 First Court Road. Attendees will be asked to complete an online survey to provide 

feedback on the presentation, as well as any comments or concerns. For more information, visit 

VBgov.com/StormwaterEngineering and select ‘Eastern Shore Drive Drainage Improvements.’ 

 

 

 

 

• A road improvement project on Providence Road, from Indian River 

Road to the city line, will begin on Sunday, April 10. Crews will work nightly from 7 p.m. to 

5 a.m. The project will likely produce traffic delays, congestion, and some construction 

noise. Advanced warning signs will be clearly posted advising motorists of lane closures. 

Citizens are urged to use alternate traffic routes when possible. Weather permitting, work is 

scheduled to be complete by April 29. Contact: Dennis Simon, 757-385-1470. 

 

 

 

 

Public Utilities recently completed the replacement of over 2,600 

feet of water lines along Goodspeed Road. The previous lines 

were installed in 1995 and had experienced a high number of 

repairs due to the highly corrosive soil in the area. The newly 

installed water lines offer additional corrosion protection that will 

help ensure safe and reliable drinking water to the area for many 

decades to come. Tidewater Utility Construction, Inc. completed 

construction of this $476,000 project in March 2022. This work 

was planned in coordination with Public Works’ paving schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/public-works/storm-water/Pages/east-shore-dr-drainage-impvts.aspx


   

 

 

 

Virginia Beach Parks & Recreation celebrated our Sister City relationship with Miyazaki, 

Japan, and the Cherry Blossom Season at the annual Cherry Blossom Festival, March 26 – 

April 3 at Red Wing Park. This year marks the 30th anniversary of the Sister City relationship. 

Nearly 5,000 people visited the park for activities, including a children’s StoryWalk®, martial 

arts demonstrations, children’s crafts, tea serving in the Japanese garden, and live music by 

Symphonicity and Okinawa Sanshin.  

 

Due to its popularity in 2021, the 

Haiku Contest returned in 2022 

with three age divisions: Youth, 

Teen and Adult. Entries for this 

contest are being accepted 

through April 11. Winners will be 

announced April 18 and winning 

poems will be displayed on 

temporary signage in the Japanese 

Garden. T-shirts were designed to 

commemorate Red Wing Park and the Cherry Blossom Season with sales benefitting the 

Virginia Beach Parks & Recreation Foundation. Special thanks to the Japanese Education 

Culture Center Inc., Sister Cities Association of Virginia Beach and the Japan Virginia Society 

for their contribution and collaboration in the success of this event. 

 

The annual Arbor Day Celebration took 

place at Lynnhaven House on April 1. Mayor 

Bobby Dyer and Dr. Amelia Ross-Hammond, 

president of the Virginia Beach Beautification 

Commission, spoke to a crowd of more than 40 

people. Meghan Mulroy-Goldman with the 

Department of Forestry presented Virginia 

Beach with its 42nd Tree City USA 

designation by the National Arbor Day 

Foundation in recognition of the City’s 

commitment and caring to maintain the urban 

forest for the community.  

 

Virginia Beach first became a Tree City USA community in 1980, and the second community in 

Virginia to receive the designation. In order to become a Tree City USA community, the City 

must meet high standards with regard to tree planting and maintenance. A Cercis canadensis, or 

Red Bud tree, was planted to commemorate the celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

The Virginia Beach Fire Department recently hosted its 

first Homeschool Public Safety Day at the Harry E. Diezel 

Fire Training Center. This educational event served as an 

opportunity for VBFD to work in cooperation with multiple 

departments and local organizations to offer hands-on public 

safety experiences while delivering safety messaging and 

materials to more than 500 homeschooled students and their families. This six-hour class is 

routinely taught during the school year to all 55 Virginia Beach elementary schools.  

 

Instructional partners included: Virginia Beach Police 

Department’s Mounted Patrol, Animal Control, 

SWAT, and CrimeSolvers: Virginia Beach 

Emergency Medical Services & VB Rescue; 

Emergency Communications and Citizens Services; 

Virginia Beach Citizens Emergency Response Team; 

AAA; local author and helmet safety advocate Marna 

Smith of “Playing Safe with Preston;” Sound Off with 

the Home Fire Safety Patrol; Monster Fire Truck; Sparky the Fire Dog and Cellphone Sally. City 

staff received positive feedback from parents, attendees and supporting partners.  

 

 

 

 

Virginia Beach Public Library celebrated the young readers who 

completed the 2021-2022 Winter Reading Challenge, which ran 

December through March. Age-appropriate challenges were offered for 

children from birth to pre-K and for those in grades K-5, including 

activities centered on the 

popular children’s book, 

“Dragons Love Tacos.” 

Children visited the library branches to place paper 

scales on dragon displays, as a representation of 

their reading accomplishments, and to find hidden 

Taco Dragon plush toys. Ten lucky readers won 

their own Taco Dragon plush toy to keep. The 

Friends of Virginia Beach Public Library provided 

funding for the Winter Reading Challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

Cultural Affairs has a full season of free public art fun. The #SecondSaturday Sketch Crawl 

series kicks off Saturday, April 9, at 1 p.m. with a tour of the resort area. Starting at Neptune’s 

Park, 3001 Atlantic Ave., guests of all ages will have the chance to explore public art along the 

boardwalk. A limited supply of free sketchbook kits will be available. All sketch crawls begin 

with a brief overview of the history of each 

area. The #ThirdThursday Public Art tours 

will also resume, starting with an Earth 

Day-themed tour on Thursday, April 21, at 

4 p.m. outside the Brock Environmental 

Center, 3663 Marlin Bay Drive.  

 

The full schedule of #SecondSaturday 

Sketch Crawls and #ThirdThursday Art 

Walks is posted at vbpublicart.org. Guests 

are asked to register in advance. To RSVP for each event or for questions, email Nina Goodale at 

ngoodale@vbgov.com. When RSVPing, please indicate how many people will be in your party.  

 

 

   

 

 

To celebrate Earth Day 2022, Parks & Recreation will 

present two opportunities for our community at Mount 

Trashmore Park. The Earth Day Recycle Zone will set-up 

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 16. Bring items to 

recycle such as electronics, hazardous household items, car 

batteries, children’s automobile safety seats, and more at 

this drive-thru event. Come to the Earth Day Experience 

& Celebration from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, April 

23. The day will feature exhibitors, educational talks, 

informational displays, and hands-on experiences centered 

around the environment. Food trucks will also be present. 

For more info, visit VBgov.com/earthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vbpublicart.org/blog/2022-virginia-beach-public-art-walk-and-sketch-crawl-schedule
mailto:ngoodale@vbgov.com
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/parks-recreation/special-events/Pages/default.aspx


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦ Virginia Beach Television (VBTV) Program Schedule | April 10 through April 16, 2022. 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

     Cox Cable Channels 46, 47 & 48 
Verizon Cable Channels 46, 47 & 45 

 
 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
APRIL 10 – APRIL 16, 2022 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION provides locally produced programming to support the mission of the 
Virginia Beach Municipal Government and the Virginia Beach City Public School System.  Program listings 
reflect expected airtimes but may be preempted by public meetings, hearings, and special events.  
 

 e~Streaming is available at https://www.vbgov.com/media for all LIVE public sessions of Virginia Beach 

City Council and Planning Commission meetings, archives of previous meetings, and original VBTV 
programming.  LIVE meetings and previous sessions of the Virginia Beach City School Board can be 
accessed at http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive. 

 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 

 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — Recablecast of the April 5 

meeting: Sun 9am.  LIVE: Tue 1pm.  Recablecast: Thu 7pm; Fri 9am. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — LIVE: Wed 

Noon.  Recablecast: Thu 9am.  Also recablecast on Cox 47 / Verizon 47, Fri 7pm. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING (Cox 47 / Verizon 47) — Recablecast of the 

April 5 meeting:  Mon 2pm; Wed 7pm; Sat 9am.    
 
 
 
AccessVB (formerly Virginia Beach Television), is upgrading vital infrastructure and unable to present our 
usual spectrum of programming.  As noted above, live meetings and replays of those meetings will continue 
unchanged because of their importance, but the remainder of our schedule will be replaced with Community 
Matters, our text-based information channel featuring current events and late-breaking news of interest to 
local citizens. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at 
www.VBgov.com/VBTV 

 
For more information regarding VBTV programming please contact the Creative Services Division at 385-1868 or 
multimedia@vbgov.com 

https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
http://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
http://www.vbgov.com/VBTV
mailto:multimedia@vbgov.com
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